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e Training

Handbooks o ering guidance on investigation and
evidence collection in respect of violations arising
in the context of mass graves:

Documenting International Crimes and Human Rights
Violations for Criminal Accountability Purposes:
Guidelines for Civil Society Organisations

Created by the International Criminal Court and Eurojust

This document is designed to assist civil society organisations

in their e orts to document, gather, catalogue and preserve
information on human rights violations.
www.eurojust.europa.eu/sites/default/files/assets/eurojust-icc-csos-
guidelines.pdf

The Bournemouth Protocol on Mass Grave Protection
and Investigation
Created by Bournemouth University

O ers insights into the legal protection and investigation standards
applicable to mass graves.
https://issuu.com/bournemouthuniversity/docs/the_bournemouth_
protocol_on_mass_grave_protection_

Pursuing Justice for Mass Atrocities Handbook
Created by the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum

Specifically, Chapter Four,“Gathering and Sharing Information”
speaks directly to some of the issues that need to be considered
when seeking to secure evidence for future use by national or
international tribunals.
www.ushmm.org/genocide-prevention/reports-and-resources/
pursuing-justice-for-mass-atrocities

Handbook on Civil Society Documentation of Serious
Human Rights Violations

Created by the Public International Law & Policy Group

This guide includes principles and best practices around
documenting serious human rights abuses.“The purpose of this
Handbook is to provide guidelines and best practices for the
collection and management of information on serious human rights
situations for those that are not professionally trained in such
documentation practices.”

https://staticl.squarespace.com/

static/5900b58e1b631b a367167e/t/59dfab4480bd5ef9
add73271/1507830600233/Handbook-on-Civil-Society-
Documentation-of-Serious-Human-Rights-Violations_c.pdf

Field Guide for Civil Society Documentation of Serious
Human Rights Violations

Created by the Public International Law & Policy Group

“The purpose of this field guide is to provide practical assistance to
those who encounter information of gross human rights violations
on how best to document such information when (a) no professional
investigative authority is immediately available AND (b) danger
exists that the information or evidence might be damaged or lost.
Improper investigation and documentation may cause irreparable
damage to information.”
https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/5900b58e1b631b a36
7167e/t/5ach525a8a922dc773d9f37f/
1523274331296/PILPG+Field+
Guide+for+Civil+Society+Documentation+
of+SerioustHuman+Rights+

Violations_corrected+%28SC%29.pdf

Berkeley Protocol on Digital Open Source Investigations

Created by the UC Berkeley School of Law Human
Rights Center

“The Berkeley Protocol does not focus on specific technologies,
platforms, software or tools, but rather on the underlying principles
and methodologies that can be consistently applied, even as the
technology itself changes. These principles outline minimum

legal and ethical standards for conducting e ective open source
investigations. By following the guidance in the Berkeley Protocol,
investigators will help to ensure the quality of their work,

while minimizing the physical, psychosocial and digital risks to
themselves and others.”

www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Publications/OHCHR_

BerkeleyProtocol.pdf
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Video as Evidence Field Guide
Created by Witness [[ocTynHa ykpaiHcbka Bepcis]

“The Video as Evidence Field Guide helps filmers use videos to
expose abuse and bring about justice. This resource helps ensure that
more cameras in more hands can lead to more exposure and greater
justice.”

https://vae.witness.org/video-as-evidence-field-guide/

Torture & Other Human Rights Violations Reporting
Form

Created by the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture
Victims

“A Form for You to Document and Report Torture and Other Human
Rights Violations during Protest. This form has been created for

use by all victims and witnesses of torture and other human rights
violations during protest, arrest, and detention. This form is intended
to assist you to document and report your experience and any
evidence of physical harm. If you wish to file a legal complaint,

this form can help you to document your experience and injuries.
However, an interview with a legal advocate is still recommended.
This form does not solicit all information necessary for the filing of a
legal complaint, such as witness or  perpetrator identities.”
https://irct.org/uploads/media/IRCT _reporting_form_(english)2.pdf

Guidelines on International Human Rights
Fact-Finding Visits and Reports

Created by the International Bar Association Human Rights
Institute and the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights
and Humanitarian Law

This set of human rights fact-finding guidelines are the result of
several years’ work and wide consultation. They arose out of concern
that, despite there being no agreed international standards for
human rights fact-finding reporting, such reports are frequently
referred to by courts and tribunals as evidence of the facts alleged in

° Potential data entry points for

.

mass grave mapping

The list below is for guidance only. It contains
elements which mappers may want to consider

for inclusion in their mapping project. The extent
to which various elements will be employed will
depend upon the scale and nature of the project,
as well as the degree to which the resulting map is
intended to be interactive. The list is not intended
to be exhaustive.

Geolocation
« Coordinate latitude

« Coordinate longitude
Additional landmark
Number of victims

e Lower band
« Upper band

Cause of death

Manner of death

Time of death

e Lower band

e Upper band

Date of suspected creation

e Lower band
« Upper band

Is site protected?

Signs of disturbance

Preliminary investigation/verification
 Satellite images

« LIDAR

» Geophysical survey
 Test-trenches

On-site investigation and excavation
O -site investigation

Information on victims
« Identification numbers
= Age range
e Lower band
< Upper band
e Sex (split)
 Ethnicity
< Nationality

Return of human remains
Commemoration
Reparation
Accountability

Reported/witnessed
e By whom

* When




